
Dear Parents/Guardians and Upcoming 5th Grade Students, 
 
Welcome to China Middle School!  We are very excited to have you become our newest members of 
our school community in the fall.  Students will have a schedule that they will follow each day.  We 
have nine 40 minute class periods in a day.  Period 6 is 20 minutes for lunch and 20 minutes for 
recess.  The other 8 periods of the day will be made up of the following classes: 
  
Core Classes 
Mathematics – 80 minutes daily 
English/Language Arts – 80 minutes daily 
Science (Q1 & 3) and Social Studies (Q 2 & 4) alternate quarterly - 80 minutes daily  
 
Specials 
Physical Education/Health – 2 x/ week 40 minutes each 
Technology – 40 minutes weekly (all year) 
Music – 40 minutes weekly (all year) 
Library Skills – 40 minutes weekly (1 semester) 
*JMG Skills – 40 minutes  (2x weekly – 1 semester) 
Art – 40 minutes  (2 x/week – 1 semester) 
*Elective – 40 minutes weekly (all year) 
 
Optional 
Band – 40 minutes weekly (whole band rehearsal) 40 minutes weekly (*band lesson – students may 
miss 40 minutes of one of their core classes to attend a lesson) 
Chorus – 40 minutes weekly 
 
*Notations: 
The Elective Period meets every Friday, period 9.  Students are able to sign up quarterly for an 
activity they are interested in.  Some examples of the activities that were offered this year are:  Shake, 
Rattle & Roll, Floor Hockey, Football, Clone the Clones, and Soccer.   These change  
 
The JMG Skills’ class is taught by Mr. Ryan Sweeney.   He meets with the 5th grade students two times 
a week during the first semester of the year to help students become oriented to the middle school.   
This class focuses on organizational skills, study skills, time management and other important topics 
to help your child succeed.  
 
Structured Study Hall (SSH) -  Students may have a 40 minute structured study hall in their 
schedule 1 – 2 x/week for 40 minutes.   If students sign up for band and/or chorus, they may not have 
a structured study hall .   
 
Please complete the survey to sign up for the optional classes by June 12, 2020.  The link for the Sign-
Up Survey is:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckQ_mPyKgl605sJlV4MKJ64tIeIfWXFhzoAcS2Jq2OfSQ
u3w/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
 
Have a great summer.   We look forward to seeing you in the fall! 
 
 
Lois Bowden, Principal 
Meaghan Murphy, Assistant Principal 
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