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Quarter 1  
2018-2019

Math News from Mr. Schmidt 

It’s been a great start to the year. I’m very excited 
with the group of students I have this year, and I 
can’t wait to keep working as hard as I can to help 
them improve. 8th grade has started the year with 
rational and irrational numbers as we approach 
negative exponents and scientific notation. My 
Mixed Math class worked through some 
visualizations of fractions before moving toward 
decimals and percents. Each of the groups gets a bit 
more trust and responsibility as they become more 
accustomed to my content. Be on the lookout for 
parents emails from the students in the next few 
weeks! 

One of the projects I enjoyed this quarter was the 
Height Vs Shadow Project. We used proportional 
reasoning to estimate the heights of tall objects using 
their shadow length. This allowed the students to 
explore independent, dependent, and control 
variables while continuing to work on setting up and 
solving proportions! 

Fifth Grade Science News 

Students in Mrs. Maroon’s science classes have 
been very busy this fall. They started the year doing 
water drops experiments while practicing the steps 
of the scientific method. It’s amazing how many 
drops of water will fit on a penny. Filling out a lab 
sheet was a new challenge for many! 

Soon after that the classes were learning about 
erosion and weathering with some great activities. 
Then students jumped into a study of the four types 
of rocks and can often be seen carrying new rocks 
into class to share with their group. 

The four main layers of the Earth are what fifth 
graders are learning about as quarter one draws to a 
close. Drop by Mrs. Maroon’s classroom for an 
enlightening look at the Earth layers models and 
descriptions. You will be amazed at the creativity 
shown in this group of enthusiastic learners. 
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Music News from Ms. Lyons 

On October 25th a group of talented, hard-working 
band and chorus students traveled from CMS to 
Warsaw Middle School to audition for the annual 
Kennebec Valley Music Festival. These students 
have been diligently practicing their challenging 
audition music in order to earn a spot in the festival 
chorus or band. The students that auditioned were 
Shae Rodrigue, Kayla Peaslee, Remy Pettengill, 
Beck Jorgensen, Hannah Patterson, and Kaiden 
Kelley. Many of these students were dedicated to 
meeting before and after school to practice with Ms. 
Lyons and Mr. Bickford. CMS is so proud of our 
music students for representing their school and 
their community at KV auditions, and we wish them 
the best of luck!

Music students traveled to Warsaw Middle 
School for KV auditions on October 25.

Eighth Grade Social Studies with Mr. Reed 

This quarter students have been learning about how 
their government works, what their role is in a 
democracy, and the 2018 elections. Students capped 
it off with creating persuasive pieces about a 
candidate of their choosing, crafting essays, 
websites, or videos. We placed emphasis on how to 
put research into your own words, and how to use 
multiple pieces of evidence to back up an argument. 

For quarter two, we will spend the next few weeks 
learning about Maine history and how our state has 
changed over time. Then we will focus on 
economics, looking at budgeting, spending and 
saving, and how the economy works. Both of these 
topics present great opportunities to speak with 
your child about the world around them and 
help the make connections to what they are 
learning!

Fifth Grade ELA News from Mrs. Larrabee 

There has been a lot happening in Mrs. Larrabee's 
ELA classes.  Students have been working very hard 
on their historical fiction book projects by creating 
scrapbooks.  The students did an amazing job and 
the scrapbooks will be on display during parent 
teacher conferences.  Students have also completed 
a major writing piece in which they had to narrate 
as detectives. They focusing on using "voice" and 
their writing is truly reflecting it. 

The November book project has been assigned and 
students have selected a mystery novel to read.  
They will be creating a storyboard to present on 
November 30th.   

Please continue to check your child's planner 
nightly as it serves as a powerful tool for parent 
teacher communication, as well as developing 
independence and organization for your 5th 
grader. 
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PE News from Mr. Peterson 

The first quarter Students are enjoying some 
traditional activities such as Soccer and Basketball. 
Other non-traditional activities are being played 
such as Ultimate Dodgeball, Giant Four-Square and 
Capture the Double Cone. 

 In addition, all students will begin the first quarter 
Physical Fitness Testing starting the week of 
November 5th.

PE Students of the Month 

September: 
Lily Matthews 
Joe Pilsbury 

October: 
Keaghan McKenna 
Abigail Studholme 

JMG student leaders attend JMG Leadership 
Education Conference at Pine Tree Camp. 

The overnight conference brought together more 
than 15 JMG middle school programs from across 
the state.  Students participated in a variety of 
workshops and team building activities, which 
included creating a business and building a card 
board duct tape boat, both requiring a presentation 
to a business panel.  Eighth grader Colby Willey 
summed it up, "I enjoyed the trip because we 
participated in a bunch of activities that focused on 
teamwork like a scavenger hunt and marshmallow 
towers.  We had to work with people we didn't 
know.  At first I was nervous, but as it went on I felt 
more comfortable and able to communicate better 
with my teammates.  I know working with others 
and communicating will be important to my 
success at a job.  I'm glad I was invited and took 
advantage of the opportunity to attend.  It was 
worth it!"
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Autumn Walks in the China Schools Forest 

On Friday afternoons this fall, a group of fifth and 
sixth graders have been seen walking in the woods 
as part of Mrs. Maroon’s fall elective. “Walk and 
Talk” promotes verbal communication and  
experiencing the fresh air observing all that nature 
has to offer us! 

Tips for Families for a Great Year!    
by Mrs. Duncklee          

PRACTICE YOUR MATH FACTS!  Research 
indicates that memorization of math facts has a 
direct impact on student progress in math! 

2. Avoid last minute project pressure: 
-check your child’s planner on a daily basis 
-have your child unpack the backpack every day 
-check student binder for homework, notes from 
school, etc. 

3. Ease the stress of morning rush hour: 
-Getting themselves ready and eating breakfast 
should be a student’s only morning tasks.  Students 
should prep backpacks the night before. 
-establish a (fairly) non-negotiable bedtime 
-avoid screen time in the morning 

4. Continue good homework habits and improve where needed: 
-children have times that are best for them to complete homework-experiment with this to discover what 
works best for your child. 
-establish an area in the home for doing homework that is comfortable, well lit and as distraction free as 
possible (think phones, television or too close to a window) 
-snacks - carrots, fruit, celery or even gum - can help some students maintain focus. 
-help with homework, if needed, and look over completed work.  Have your child explain assignments to 
you. 

*Continued on next page 
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5. Communication: 
-attend as many open house nights, conference appointments and school events as possible.  This sends a strong message to 
your child that you are interested and invested in their education. 
-be sure you have the information needed to be able to contact the school and the teachers. 
-encourage your child to speak with teachers about any concerns or questions they may have. 

Remember that middle school is an adventure! While there will certainly be bumps along the way, parental 
involvement is a key ingredient for helping students to overcome difficulties and strive for success.  

It’s going to be a great year! 

Study: Math Success Aided by Knowing Facts, Freeing Working Memory    
by Mrs. Duncklee 

 Dr. Kathy Mann, working for the National Institute of Health,, has discovered that children’s brains 
reorganize as they are learning math.  That means experience does matter and drilling children at home on simple 
addition and multiplication really could pay off in the long run, says Lauren Neergaard writing for the Associated 
Press. Children start making the switch from counting in their heads  or using fingers to “fact retrieval” at about 8 
0r 9 years-old.  How well they make the transition from this to memory-based problem-solving will ultimately 
predict their math mastery.  If a child does not make the transition well, they can have difficulties or a slow pace in 
their math learning down the line. 
 The question then becomes, what makes the transition difficult for some children?That is what 
Stanford researchers wanted to know, and they began the quest by using a brain-scanning MRI on 28 children while 
they solved simple addition problems.  When the children saw a math calculation such as 6+1=7, they were 
instructed to push a button to signal whether the answer was correct or incorrect. 
 What the researchers were looking for was how quickly they responded and which regions of the 
brain lit up when they responded.  The scientists met with the students again and observed the children to see if they 
moved their lips or counted on their fingers and compared the brain data. The students were tested again about one 
year later.  As the subjects got older, their answers were based more on memory, the answers were faster and more 
accurate, and the changes showed in the brain. 
 The part of the brain that relays information when new data come in – short-term working memory – 
and then sends it to the longer-term memory area where it is stored for retrieval is the hippocampus. 
“The stronger the connections, the greater each individual’s ability to retrieve facts from memory,” said Dr Vinod 
Menon, a psychiatry professor at Stanford and the study’s senior author. 
When Menon put 20 adult and 20 adolescents in the MRI he found that the hippocampus hardly came into play, and 

answers were practically automatic from long-term storage.  The brain becomes much more efficient over 
time.  When your brain can solve simple math quickly and easily, it has more working memory free to process 
more difficult math. 
 “The study provides new evidence that this experience with math actually changes the hippocampal 
patterns, or the connections. They become more stable with skill development,” she said. “So learning your addition 
and multiplication tables and having them in rote memory helps.” 
Education News, 6.21.2014 



Clipper News  
       Lois Bowden                  Heather Wilson 
       Principal              Dean of Students                       

 

  
 China Middle – 773 Lakeview Drive China, ME 04358      v -  (207) 445 – 1500  f -  (207) 445 -  3278

Ratios, Percents and Integers, Oh My! 
by Mr. Hauptman 

This quarter, Mr. Hauptman’s classes have done 
extensive work on percents and ratios, some of the 
most useful math concepts we cover over the course 
of the year. Students have been learning first-hand 
that math is not simply about getting a problem and 
getting an answer - they’ve also realized that word 
problems are all around, and we need to take the 
time and energy to figure out exactly what math a 
word problem requires us to do. 

Take a discount of 20% off as an example. Students 
needed to find an item online that they wanted to 
buy and apply this discount to it. They quickly 
discovered it is more complicated than simply 
finding 20% of the price, something they can do in 
their sleep at this point. They needed to subtract 
what they got from their initial price, a step that 
required them to turn off the autopilot in their brain 
and think about what the problem was asking. Of 
course, they also had to look into things like sales 
tax and shipping and handling, realizing that 
sometimes addition was needed after the percent 
calculation. 

While the 6th grade classes spent a significant 
amount of time on these sorts of problems, the 7th 
graders cruised through it (since it was review) and 
have moved on to solving algebraic equations. The 
7th graders are all great problem solvers, making 
solving equations a bit of a chore - the steps 
required are kind of monotonous and repetitive. The 
steps are necessary, however, especially as many of 
them prepare for an Algebra 1 class next year and 
high school the year after, where these sorts of steps 
will be expected of them without being asked. 

 They are training hard, though, even if they 
complain about it sometimes. 

Coming up in the next quarter, the sixth grade 
classes will be focusing on integers and then the 
basics of algebra, while the 7th graders will 

hopefully move on from algebraic equations after 
Thanksgiving and get some geometry in before the 

holiday break in December. Stay tuned for more 
math news then! 

ELA News from Mrs. Salvadori 

In our classroom, the 7th & 8th graders started off 
the year in ELA by studying the various elements of 
literature through the reading and analysis of short 
stories.  In addition, every student chose their own 
novel to explore and created their own unique, end 
of the quarter project to showcase their knowledge 
of their independent reading choice.  The final 
products were amazing.
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Sixth Grade Social Studies News from Mrs. 
Frankenfield  

This quarter in Social Studies, we spent our time 
learning about the discovery of America, Colonial 
America and events leading up to and through the 
Revolution!  It was a full, busy and fun quarter!   

One highlight from the quarter was when a local 
Timber Framer came in to teach our class about the 
history of timber framing.  Students were able to 
rotate through four stations; three of the stations had 
timber framed joints that students worked together 
to assemble and disassemble and one station where 
they could design their own timber framed building.  
Students were then able to connect this learning to 
Colonial America as we continued to learn about all 
of the different ways that people lived during this 
time period.  It was a very educational and exciting 
day in our classroom! 

ELA News from Mrs. Wedge 

6th Grade ELA 

This quarter we focused on elements of a story, 
which include: characters, plot, theme, conflict, 
point of view, and setting.  We will focus on these 
elements whenever we study a novel or short story 
this year.  We have started a Novel Unit on “The 
Tiger Rising” by Kate DiCamillo, focusing our 
attention on Character Development.  In the next 
few weeks, students will be working on a final 
project that will tie into the unit’s focus. 

7th Grade ELA 

This quarter we focused on a Literary Analysis 
Paper, which was a review of how to write a five 
paragraph thesis paper.  This time, however, 
students formed a thesis regarding a piece of 
literature and had to defend it with evidence from 
the text.  We will continue to work on this important 
skill throughout the year, as it is crucial that 
students can support and defend their answers and 
inferences with textual evidence.   

We moved into a Novel Unit on “Tuck Everlasting” 
by Natalie Babbit.  Our focus has been on Narrative 
Perspective and how point of view can affect the 
way in which we, the reader, understand the events 
of a story.  We just completed the novel and students 
are beginning a final project that will tie into the 
unit’s focus.


