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2017-2018

Music News from Ms. Lyons 

We are very excited to be introducing the 6th grade 
general music class to ukulele! The Perloff Family 
Foundation in collaboration with the Maine 
Community Foundation provided CMS with a 
generous grant that has allowed us to purchase 20 
ukuleles, tuners, cases, and books. Our piano 
accompanist, Jean Mason, also generously donated 
six ukulele tuners to our program. Students in 
general music have already started learning the 
basics of playing chords and strumming. Next week 
will be be putting these skills to use by learning our 
first three chord song! 

Mario & Luigi 
By Mrs. Duncklee  

   An Italian themed Staff Appreciation week in 
May was chock full of treats and surprises for the 
staff courtesy of our PTO and administrators. 
The CMS Parent Teacher group treated all staff to 
an item of China Clipper apparel AND an 
outstanding lunch from the Olive Garden! It was 
superb! 
  Additionally, our administrators, a.k.a. Mario & 
Luigi, (pictured above) provided treats and 
surprises throughout the week that brought many 
smiles to staff members.  My personal favorite was 
the “Mario & Luigi”  catered cart that was 
circulated to every room with many scrumptious 
choices. 
   Every staff member also received an RSU 18 
lunch bag provided by the Central Office 
administrators. 
   A resounding THANK YOU! goes out to all who 
made Staff Appreciation week more special than 
ever! 

Jack Lyons plays the ukulele in music class.



Clipper News  
       Lois Bowden                  Heather Wilson 
       Principal              Dean of Students                       

 

                               
  
 China Middle – 773 Lakeview Drive China, ME 04358      v -  (207) 445 – 1500  f -  (207) 445 -  3278

Math News from Mr. Schmidt 

During the fourth quarter, students have done a 
great job finishing the year strong. 8th grade 
Algebra I has been preparing for end of year tests 
while many 7th and 8th graders have been working 
on various topics within Geometry. 
Transformations allowed us to play various games 
and challenges with the end of the unit having 
students create their own levels within these 
challenges. Volume and surface area has been about 
creating nets and representations of these objects to 
better understand the formulas. I’ve been very 
impressed with the students’ work ethic and attitude 
over the course of the year, and we are going to 
keep working as hard as possible until the quarter’s 
over! 
Over the final two weeks, Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
Schmidt’s classes will be grouping together for the 
Planets Project. The goal of this project is for 
students to design a scale model of the solar 
system. We hope students can merge the skill 
they’ve been working on in both science and math 
to create a fun and interesting project to end the 
school year! 

Congratulations to This Year’s  
P.E. Students of the Month 

Sept. - Cailee Elsasser & Carter Brockway 
Oct.- Jack Lyons & Alexis Buotte 
Nov.- Lillian Crommett & Brady Mayberry 
Dec.- Noah Wilson & Nabila Meity 
Jan.- Kalli Duvall & A.J. Salvadori 
Feb.- Levi Spiller Samson & Kaylee Fyfe 
March- Aislynn Savage & Kyle Scott 
April- Dylan Cooley & Sam Pacholski 
May- Chloe French & Brady Morrison 
June- Sadie Piece & Angel Bonilla

Math News from Mrs. Salvadori 

Sixth Grade 
During the final quarter of the year, the 6th graders 
were challenged as they tackled some more 
advanced skills including distribution and 
combining like terms, inequalities and percentages.  
With NWEA testing completed, they are now 
undertaking an independent project titled The 
Proposal.  The end goal of this task is to showcase 
their mastery of a chosen focus in a hands-on and 
creative manner.  
Seventh Grade 
This quarter in math, the seventh graders focused 
on strengthening a myriad of skills that will assist 
them in being successful during their eighth grade 
year.  During the study of percents, students were 
able to gain an understanding of how this topic 
actually applies to real life as they mastered the 
conversion of percents to decimals and fractions, 
percent of change, and determined discount and 
sales price. During our study of radius, diameter, 
area and circumference of circles, students created 
themed posters in which they showcased their 
understanding of how each of these skills connect.
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Sixth Grade Science News from Mrs. Maroon 

Students in sixth grade have finished learning about 
six systems of the Human Body!  They filled an 
outline of a body with all of the information they 
could remember.  
As a culminating activity, Ms. Jasmine Durant 
visited classes to share information of her journey 
with diabetes.  Thank you, Jasmine! 

Students reviewed the reasons for day, night, and 
the seasons. They learned about the phases of our 
moon. They have been performing experiments and 
demonstrations on the topic of Astronomy. Look to 
the sky this summer for interesting phenomena!  

Science News from Mr. Maxwell  

It has been an exciting end to the school year! 

We finished hosting our student teacher, Ms 
Yanchuck, with a pair of recent documentaries on 
climate change and a debate - a memorable 
experience (: And our school year is ending out in 
the field with two microprojects.  

The first is the creation of a GIF that shows a piece 
of Spring. The students observed the school forest 
and made multiple observations of specific changes 
to a plant. These changes were either drawn or 
captured using a digital camera and outputted to the 
students computers. Then the images were 
combined using online software and exported as a 
GIF: a dancing, changing, eternal piece of spring. 

The second is the creation of a scale model of the 
solar system. Each 1,000,000 kilometers of space is 
represented by 1 meter in our model. For example, 
the Earth in our model was 13 millimeters in 
diameter and 150 meters from the model sun. When 
the model sun was hung on the fence of the 
playground, the model earth was in the middle of 
the soccer field! Our furthest planet, Neptune, 
would be 4.5 km from the fence, or somewhere 
near the Hansen Road. Making and seeing this 
model gives the students some idea of the 
immensity of space.

ELA with Ms. Cote 

In Ms. Cote’s 7th grade class, students have been 
reading short stories and reviewing plot elements! 
Authors we’ve read include Ray Bradbury and 
Ronald Dahl. It has been fun looking at stories with 
cliffhangers, mystery, and the occasional 
Tyrannosaurus Rex. We will wrap up this unit by 
writing our own short stories to demonstrate 
proficiency in story elements, and possibly sharing 
them with the class.  

Ms. Cote’s 8th grade students have spent a lot of 
time learning about rhetoric. They learned to 
analyze different persuasion strategies in speeches 
written by both high school students and historical 
figures. This led up to the creation of their own 
speeches! Over 20 students auditioned for a chance 
to read their speeches and poems in front of the 
school at promotion and recognition. Now we are 
looking at how to create satire by writing skits! 
Students will perform these in class or show a 
video of their production.  
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Social Studies with Mr. Reed 

To end the year, seventh grade students have been 
learning about the Civil Rights Movement, why it 
happened, and how it has changed our country. 
Students watched and reflected on Dr. King's "I 
Have a Dream" speech and analyzed photographs 
from the time. Eighth graders have been busy 
learning about personal finance, which has included 
lessons on spending and saving, buying a car, and 
how to choose your housing. 

Additionally, all students completed a write-up for 
the time capsule being buried outside of the town 
hall in celebration of China's bicentennial. Students 
had to write about what their world is like today 
and what they think life will be like in 100 years. A 
few students were chosen from each grade to write 
on a scroll to go in the time capsule, along with 
some other artifacts you can see pictured. The 
capsule was sealed in a ceremony on June 9th.

Fifth Grade Science News from Mrs. Murphy 

Fifth and sixth grade students recently went on a 
field trip to the Masse Dam site in Vassalboro as an 
extension of our partnership with the Alewife 
Restoration Initiative. This group is working to 
restore the alewife population in China Lake in 
order to improve the heath of the lake’s ecosystem 
by removing dams along Outlet Stream. Removing 
the dams will allow alewives to migrate freely 
between the ocean and our lake.   

On the field trip, students rotated through four 
stations run by local volunteers- examining living 
organisms in the grassy area, learning the history of 
the Masse Dam, planting trees to create a buffer 
zone to the stream, and examining types of water 
insects to determine the health of the stream. These 
interactive stations helped our students understand 
the local ecosystem and directly connected to our 
current unit on ecology.  

Thank you to our volunteers, including former 
China teachers Elaine Philbrook and Anita Smith, 
for hosting a rich educational experience for the 
fifth and sixth grade teachers.  

Artifacts in the bicentennial time capsule.

Volunteer 
Matt Streeter 
plants native 
plants with 
students.
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JMG Overnight Experience 
By Elijah Crockett, 7th grade 
  
We went to the 7th grade overnight at Waterville Jr. 
High in mid May where we spent the night with 
other JMG students from around central Maine.  
We had seven students from CMS attend.  During 
the event we, participated in teamwork activities 
like Goose-chase, Moon Ball, Cup Stacking, and 
creating a structure to hold the most weight 
possible.  We also had a chance to use the high rope 
swing and have some gym time where we played 
four square and basketball.  Interacting and 
working with students from other schools was a key 
part of the experience.   
  
One of my favorite parts of the trip was that 
everybody seemed comfortable talking to each 
other.  We needed to work together and 
communicate, so it made it easier after working on 
communication and teamwork skills in our class at 
CMS.   
  
The best activity was the Holy Cow Swing, which 
is part of the high ropes course.  I was nervous as 
we watched other groups participate.  When it was 
my turn, I was feeling excited and still nervous.  
My team pulled me to the top of the swing and then 
I let go.  When I was falling my stomach just 
dropped.  After being on the ground for a minute, I 
was proud of myself for overcoming my nerves to 
complete the challenge.   

Art News from Mr. Tompkins 

From having a student teacher for a portion of the 
year to a variety of new projects, it has been a busy 
year in the art room.  In addition to the usual art 
classes, a select group of students also took extra 
time out of their schedule to create three new wall 
paintings for the school this year.  Their works were 
based on the artists Paul Gauguin, Edvard Munch, 
and Salvador Dali.  Each team of students needed 
to research their assigned artist and his personal art 
style based on the elements and principles of art 
and design. They then needed to design an 
individual work, inspired by the artist, reflecting 
the theme of China, Maine. These four foot square 
images were then painted using the artist’s 
recognized art techniques.  Upon completion, a 
paper was written explaining the artist and his 
influence on their work and how it reflected 
something about our school or town community. 

This year’s 
featured wall 
paintings.


