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China's 5th and 6th Graders Learn about Maine 
Native Wildflowers 

Article by Elaine Philbrook  
China Lake Association 

How do alewives and red osier dogwoods benefit from 
one and other in an ecological system? This was a 
question proposed to 5th and 6th graders at the China 
Middle School. Through presentations and discussions 
by Karen Simpson a Maine Master Gardener and Maine 
Master Naturalist, Nate Gray from the Department of 
Marine Resources and Matthew Streeter project manager 
of the Alewife Restoration Initiative the connection 
became clearer during a Maine native seed planting 
activity at the school on March 2,2018. 

Matthew Streeter provided students with background 
information, plans for the future, and work on the Outlet 
Stream in Vassalboro. This work consists of the removal 
of dams and construction of fishways that will allow 
alewives to return to China Lake in the near future. 

Nate Gray brought packages of preserved alewives for 
students to examine. He shared detail drawings of food 
webs with alewives being the keystone species, helping 
students make the connection of how wildlife and plant 
life all benefit from one and other. 

Karen Simpson concluded the presentation with an 
emphasis on the importance of the planting of native 
plants vs. nonnative plants. Included in her presentation 
was how plants stabilize shorelines, stream banks, and 
their value in providing a safe and healthy habitat for 
wildlife. 

After Karen’s presentation each student planted two pots 
of seeds. One pot was for native plants that will do well 
in a wet area and a second pot contain native seeds to 
plant in a dry area along Outlet Stream. The potted seeds 
were taken outside where they will encounter natural 
weather conditions that will enable them to thrive and be 
ready for planting in the fall of 2018. 

There are field trips planned for this spring to the Masse 
Dam site where students from China and Vassalboro 
schools will begin planting the site with native shrubs 
and plants in the re-vegetating area where the pond used 
to be. Students may be involved in the identifying 
invasive species on the sit and the plans to control them. 
There will be other activities planned on those days. We 
hope parents will be able to join us. 

Special thanks to Longfellow Greenhouse in Manchester 
for donating materials or selling them to us at a reduced 
rate. Thank you to China Lake Association for covering 
the cost of materials. Thank you to Anita Smith for 
joining us for the day and helping. 

Simon Clark holds 
fish during  
Nate Gray’s 
presentation.
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Math News from Mr. Schmidt 

Over the third quarter, the students have done a great job 
moving into harder and more challenging content. I’ve 
been very proud of their effort and attitude in the last 
nine weeks. Like always, we are trying to find the most 
appropriate and challenging content for each student 
while finding ways to keep the content as interesting 
and engaging as possible. From here, Algebra I will 
move into quadratic equations and factoring, 8th grade 
Math will start functions and slope, and 7th grade Math 
will work toward transformations, volume, and surface 
area.  

One project that the students did a great job was on was 
the Barbie Bungee project. Our goal was to discover 
how bungee cord companies create the most thrilling 
experience possible by combining line of best fit with 
linear equations.  

Another project the kids worked hard on was the Robot 
Hand project. We created a prototype of a mechanical 
hand that was proportional to an actual human hand. 

Our challenge was to include as many of the pieces of a 
real human hand as possible while still creating a 
successful design. Great job everyone! 

Students in Mr. 
Schmidt’s class 
work on their 
Robot Hand 
projects.

Wagons Away! Mrs. Maroon’s Pioneer Simulation 

How did the pioneers treat a snakebite? What is cholera? 
What did the pioneers pack in their prairie schooners as 
they took off for parts unknown in the wild west? Sixth 
grade students should be able to tell you the answers to 
these questions and many more. 

Students in sixth grade have been on a 2,000 mile trek 
across the U.S.A. for the past few weeks. They have 
learned about some of the decisions pioneers had to 
make as they traveled West.  There have been positive 
and negative transformations for each wagon train 
family. They learned how to work in a group and agree 
to disagree.  

Art News from Mr. Tompkins 

China Middle School art classes just finished up having 
Aaron  Bengtson as a student teacher for the past several 
weeks.  While here, “Mr. Aaron” developed a unit 
dealing with Conceptional Art for the advanced Multi 
Media group.  In the beginning Multi Media group, he 
explored using oil pastels while talking about the 
expressionist artist Edvard Munch and also worked with 
making forms to create three dimensional monsters.  Mr. 
Aaron also explored rhythm found in the Futurism 
movement with the level two painting group and helped 
students in independent studies create three new wall 
paintings that will go in the hallway upon completion.  
Mr.  Arron brought a new perspective to our classes and 
some fresh projects where students were able to explore 
new ideas. 
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ELA News from Ms. Cote 

In Ms. Cote’s class, students finished their poetry 
projects and wrapped up a poetry unit in both the 7th 
and 8th grade. Because of the MEAs, students worked 
on good test-taking skills and are now starting their own 
essay: a research paper for 7th grade and an 
argumentative essay for 8th grade. The paper is about a 
topic of the student’s choosing!

JMG’s Joy Season 

Now in its tenth year, the partnership between JMG, 
Unity Foundation, Maine Community Foundation and 
UniTel, Inc. teaches students about the value of hands-
on community commitment and the principles of 
"smart" philanthropy through a program called 
Jumpstart Our Youth (JOY).  JMG programs throughout 
Maine each receive grant funds to donate to local youth-
serving charities of their choosing. Students spend 
several months during the school year reviewing grant 
proposals, interviewing nonprofit applicants, and finally 
making the difficult grant award decisions.  

The goal of the JOY program is to increase student 
awareness about the critical role charities play in 
meeting overwhelming community needs, and to 
develop an understanding of community service as 
hands-on volunteerism paired with thoughtful grant 
making and stewardship. It also provides our next 
generation of nonprofit and community leaders and 
donors with the knowledge and desire to package their 
compassion, skills and funds to solve local problems 
that potentially impact their friends, neighbors, and 
families. The students bring their own passion and 
creativity to the annual grantmaking process, shaping 
and improving the process each year.  

Kathleen Paradis from Sexual Assault Crisis 
and Support Center, speaks to 7th grade 
students.

News from Mr. Peterson 

Students have Health classes this quarter in addition to 
Physical Education classes. 
The 5th and 6th graders are covering smoking and 
smokeless tobacco products. They are completing their 
individual posters on this topic and will be judged in the 
near future. Great job by all students!! 
The 7th grade students are studying basic First Aid and 
how to handle chocking situations, while the 8th graders 
are learning hands only CPR. 
Physical Education classes are continuing with indoor 
activities such as Kin-Ball, Ropes and Floor Hockey. 

Music News from Ms. Lyons 

Many wonderful things have been happening in the 
music room this quarter! Our beginner band students 
gave a great performance in their first concert of the 
year. The drama students have been working diligently 
to present their “mysterious” spring show. Recently, the 
CMS senior band took on the challenge of quickly 
learning and performing a pep band song for the MEA 
pep rally.  

The music department is looking forward to sharing the 
hard work of our fantastic musicians in our spring 
concert. Stay tuned to the Tuesday notice for a date and 
time. Thank you for supporting music in our school!  
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Tessellations: Math Style 
By Kalli Duvall 

Math class is not always the funniest, but a week or two 
in math we were working on tessellations. I hate to say 
it, but I was excited to get to math class and work on my 
tessellation. If you were wondering, a tessellation is an 
object repeated on a piece of paper that fit together 
precisely. The first step to making a tessellation is to 
make a perfect square.  Make a perfect square with a 
compass and ruler - draw a circle, use a ruler to pass a 
line from one side of the circle, through the center point 
and to the other side of the circle. This is the diameter.  
Next, using your compass, construct a perpendicular 
bisector through the diameter line.  This bisector will 
also be a diameter. By connecting the points on the 

circle where the diameters intersect you can make a 
perfect square. Secondly, on one of the sides, the side of 
the width, make a random line that goes  from one 
vertex point, to the next. Cut on the random line then 
slide this piece to the adjacent side and tape together. 
Now, make up something that the piece of paper looks 
like. “What does my new shape look like?” Lastly, trace 
the piece of paper on a bigger piece of paper and fit 
them precisely together like a puzzle. Get fun, color 
your tessellation and add extra detail. “Boom”,  

tessellation!    

Mrs. Murphy Invites Community Helpers to the 
Classroom 

Fifth graders in Mrs. Murphy’s period 7/8 social studies 
class have been learning about people and places in the 
community. As part of the unit, she has invited a series 
of guest speakers from China and beyond to speak to the 
students about their role in the community. Guests 
included members of Albion Fire and Rescue, Police 
Officer Tracy Frost, Town Manager Dan L’Heureux, a 
China Public Library librarian, and employees of the 
China Transfer Station. Students enjoyed learning about 
how these organizations impact the community and how 
they might interact with them as they get older  

Students also had the opportunity to visit the local 
Hanford Supermarket as part of this unit. They visited 
all of the departments and jobs within the store while 
learning about making healthy food choices.  

Mrs. Murphy’s class poses in front of the Albion Fire 
Rescue truck.


